THE FIFTH
SUNDAY IN LENT
(PASSION SUNDAY)

Year A

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant
People

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures for ever.

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the
LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he
led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the
valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
5
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and
you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.”
7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.
11
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your
graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the
land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,
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and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you,
and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I
am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
Reader:
The word of the Lord. 		
People:
Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel, with
the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At services where there is a hymn
or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament and
Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 130
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Out of the deep have I called unto you, O LORD; *
Lord, hear my voice.
O let your ears consider well *
the voice of my supplications.
If you, LORD, were to mark what is done amiss, *
O Lord, who could abide it?
For there is mercy with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my trust.
My soul waits for the Lord, *
more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, trust in the LORD, for with the LORD there is mercy, *
and with him is plenteous redemption;
And he shall redeem Israel *
from all their sins.

Epistle Reading
Romans 6:15-23
What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were
once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching
to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and
to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness leading to sanctification.
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For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But
what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and
its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Reader:
The word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel
Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 11:(1-17)18-44
( Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to
death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this
he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi,
the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does
not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he
said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus
told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
17
Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. ) 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained
seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God
will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said
to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, who is coming into the world.”
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When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly
and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the
place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and
saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus
wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”
38
Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.”
40
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I
thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this
on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.”
43
When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”
44
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and
his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
Deacon:
The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Lent
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal
feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and
Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared or those
who love you.

Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm verses
are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken from
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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