
The Great Vigil of Easter 
 Year A, B, C 

 

 
 
The celebrant introduces the readings from Holy Scripture: 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how He 
saved His people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will 
bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

After each Psalm a period of silence is kept; the celebrant then 
concludes each Proclamation using the Collect provided. 

The Story of Salvation History 

The Story of Creation – Genesis 1:1-2:2 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving 
over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be 
light"; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, one day. 6 And 
God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7 And 
God made the firmament and separated the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters which were above 
the firmament. And it was so. 8 And God called the 
firmament Heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a second day. 9 And God said, "Let the waters 
under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry 
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he 
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called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, 
"Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 
to its kind, upon the earth." And it was so. 12 The earth 
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to 
their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 
each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 
And there was evening and there was morning, a third day. 
14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be 
for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light 
upon the earth." And it was so. 16 And God made the two 
great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night; he made the stars also. 17 And God set 
them in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, 
a fourth day. 20 And God said, "Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the firmament of the heavens." 21 So God created the 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, 
with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and 
every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth." 23 And there was evening and there was 
morning, a fifth day. 24 And God said, "Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures according to their kinds: cattle and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds." And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the 
earth according to their kinds and the cattle according to 
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their kinds, and everything that creeps upon the ground 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then 
God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29 
And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it 
was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, a sixth day.  2:1 Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the 
seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and 
he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had 
done. 

Psalm 33 
Exultate, justi 

1 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous; * 
it is good for the just to sing praises. 

2 Praise the Lord with the harp; * 
play to him upon the psaltery and lyre. 
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3 Sing for him a new song; * 
sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 

4 For the word of the Lord is right, * 
and all his works are sure. 

5 He loves righteousness and justice; * 
the loving-kindness of the Lord fills the whole earth. 

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, * 
by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts. 

7 He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin * 
and stores up the depths of the sea. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; * 
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him. 

9 For he spoke, and it came to pass; * 
he commanded, and it stood fast. 

10 The Lord brings the will of the nations to naught; * 
he thwarts the designs of the peoples. 

11 But the Lord’s will stands fast forever, * 
and the designs of his heart from age to age. 

Please Kneel 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may 
share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea – Exodus 14:10-15:1 

When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their 
eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them; 
and they were in great fear. And the people of Israel cried 
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out to the LORD; 11 and they said to Moses, "Is it because 
there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to 
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, in bringing 
us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, 
`Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in 
the wilderness." 13 And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, 
stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will 
work for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today, 
you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, 
and you have only to be still." 15 The LORD said to Moses, 
"Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go 
forward. 16 Lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over 
the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go on dry 
ground through the sea. 17 And I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get 
glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his 
horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his horsemen." 19 Then the angel of God who went 
before the host of Israel moved and went behind them; and 
the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind 
them, 20 coming between the host of Egypt and the host of 
Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness; and the 
night passed without one coming near the other all night. 21 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the 
LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 
And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry 
ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand 
and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, and went in after 
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his 
chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the 
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LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down upon the 
host of the Egyptians, and discomfited the host of the 
Egyptians, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove 
heavily; and the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from before 
Israel; for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians." 26 
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over 
the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, 
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen." 27 So Moses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned 
to its wonted flow when the morning appeared; and the 
Egyptians fled into it, and the LORD routed the Egyptians in 
the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the horsemen and all the host of Pharaoh that 
had followed them into the sea; not so much as one of them 
remained. 29 But the people of Israel walked on dry ground 
through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their 
right hand and on their left. 30 Thus the LORD saved Israel 
that day from the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the seashore. 31 And Israel saw the 
great work which the LORD did against the Egyptians, and 
the people feared the LORD; and they believed in the LORD 
and in his servant Moses. 15:1 Then Moses and the people of 
Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, "I will sing to the 
LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his 
rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The Song of Moses 
Cantemus Domino 

1 I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

2 The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
the Lord has become my Savior. 
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3 This is my God and I will praise him, * 
the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

4  The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
 Yahweh is his Name. 
5  The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into            
     the sea;* the finest of those who bear armor have been 

 drowned in the Red Sea.* 
6 The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 

they sank into the depths like a stone. 
7 Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 

your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
8 Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the  
     gods?*  who is like you, glorious in holiness,     
  awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
9 You stretched forth your right hand; * 
 The earth swallowed them up. 
10 With your constant love you led the people you  
     redeemed; * with your might you brought them in safety                                     
     to your holy dwelling. 
11 You will bring them in and plant them *       

  on the mount of your possession,  
12 The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

  the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
13 The Lord shall reign forever and forever. 
  
Please Kneel 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to 
our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty 
arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a 
sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of 
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Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be 
numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in 
the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Valley of Dry Bones - Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out 
by the Spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of 
the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me round among 
them; and behold, there were very many upon the valley; 
and lo, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, "Son of 
man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord GOD, 
thou knowest." 4 Again he said to me, "Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will 
lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 7 So I 
prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there 
was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. 8 And as I looked, there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then 
he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live." 10 So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great host. 11 Then he 
said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. Behold, they say, `Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are clean cut off.' 12 Therefore prophesy, 
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and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will 
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you home into the land of Israel. 13 
And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 
graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And 
I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land; then you shall know that I, the 
LORD, have spoken, and I have done it, says the LORD." 

Psalm 30 
Exaltabo te, Domine 

1 I will exalt you, O Lord, 
because you have lifted me up * 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

2  O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * 
and you restored me to health. 

3  You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * 
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

4  Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * 
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 
his favor for a lifetime. 

6  Weeping may spend the night, * 
but joy comes in the morning. 

7  While I felt secure, I said, 
“I shall never be disturbed. You, Lord, with your favor, 
made me as strong as the mountains.” 

8  Then you hid your face, * 
and I was filled with fear. 

9  I cried to you, O Lord; * 
I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 
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10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 
 will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * 
 O Lord, be my helper.” 

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 
 you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 
 O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 

Please Kneel 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have 
brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into 
life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will 
and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gathering of the People of God – Zephaniah 3:12-20 

For I will leave in the midst of you a people humble and 
lowly. They shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD, 13 
those who are left in Israel; they shall do no wrong and utter 
no lies, nor shall there be found in their mouth a deceitful 
tongue. For they shall pasture and lie down, and none shall 
make them afraid." 14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, 
O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away the judgments 
against you, he has cast out your enemies. The King of 
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear evil no 
more. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: "Do not 
fear, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17 The LORD, 
your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his 
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love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18 as on a day of 
festival. "I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not 
bear reproach for it. 19 Behold, at that time I will deal with all 
your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the 
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you home, 
at the time when I gather you together; yea, I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes," says the 
LORD.  

Psalm 51 
Miserere mei, Deus 

11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

12 Cast me not away from your presence * 
and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, * 
and sinners shall return to you. 

15 Deliver me from death, O God, * and my tongue shall  
     sing of your righteousness, O God of my salvation. 
16 Open my lips, O Lord, * 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
17 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, * 

but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; * 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
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Please Kneel 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look 
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 
out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see 
and know that things which were cast down are being raised 
up, and things which had grown old are being made new, 
and that all things are being brought to their perfection by 
him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Readings at the Holy Eucharist 

The Collect of the day 
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory 
of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of 
adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being 
renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in 
sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, 
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For he who has 
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died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him. 9 For we know that 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died he 
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 
11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Psalm 118 
Confitemini Domino 

1   Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
  his mercy endures forever. 

2    Let Israel now proclaim, * 
  “His mercy endures forever.” 

16  “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
  the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 

17  I shall not die, but live, * 
  and declare the works of the Lord. 

19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
  I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

20  This is the gate of the Lord; * 
  he who is righteous may enter.” 

21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
  and have become my salvation. 

22  The same stone which the builders rejected * 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 

23   This is the Lord’s doing, * 
  and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24  On this day the Lord has acted; * 
  we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 28:1-10 
Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of 
the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 
the sepulchre. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came 
and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. 3 His appearance 
was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow. 4 And for 
fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 
5 But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 
here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he 
has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you 
to Galilee; there you will see him. Lo, I have told you." 8 So 
they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them 
and said, "Hail!" And they came up and took hold of his feet 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there 
they will see me."   
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