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Sunday, March 1 
Daniel 9:3-10 I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, 
saying…we have sinned and done wrong, acted wickedly and rebelled, 
turning aside from your commandments and ordinances. (vv.4a, 5 NRSV) 

The prayer of Daniel calls me not only to a personal repentance, but 
a corporate one for the sins of the church. I wrestle with the question, “How 
did we drift so far from God’s will?” Surely, God has not changed His mind 
about the integrity of His Word! 

As I seek God’s voice in the midst of my struggle, familiar words 
come to mind: “for we have erred and strayed from Thy ways like lost 
sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts” (Book of Common Prayer). This certainly rings true for me 
personally, as well as for our corporate body. “But why are some indifferent 
to this spiritual contagion?” we may ask. 

It seems that our culture has caused us to redefine our image of God 
into one of a doting, permissive Father. This Santa Claus-like deity, that we 
have created, excuses our sin and pampers our sinful nature, all under the 
guise of love. As I ponder this, I find myself praying, “Lord, have mercy! 
Purify us through your Word, that we may not remain in darkness.” 

Psalms 63, 98; Hebrews 2:10-18; John 12:44-50 
 

Monday, March 2 
Mark 1:1-13 The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” (v.3) 

As I meditate on this Scripture, the figure of John the Baptist 
preaching his message of repentance is a disconcerting one! This strange, 
bizarre figure invades my comfy-cozy world, enticing me to come humbly 
to Jesus, to once again lay bare my sinful nature, and receive His love and 
forgiveness. 

But I may not appreciate this invasion, as I scurry around in my 
orderly little world, attempting to organize and control the things and events 
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around me. I want to resist, desiring him to go away, and leave me to my 
daily busy-ness. 

But he continues to call me to leave my wilderness of self and its 
distractions and come to the one who gives me life! I stop, reflecting on all 
the ways I have rejected and neglected my Lord—all the ways I have sought 
my own will, and not His. 

I submit to God, giving Him all my self-imposed burdens, repent of 
my numerous sins and weaknesses, and beseech Him to forgive and cleanse 
me once again, vowing to change my errant ways, through His grace. 

Genesis 37:1-11; Psalms 41, 52; 1 Corinthians 1:1-19 
 

Tuesday, March 3 
1 Corinthians 1:20-31 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” (vv.30-31) 

Often, I can get caught up in the pride of my own effectiveness 
when things are going well. My temptation is to pat myself on the back and 
revel in my ability to do this or that, while keeping the outward facade of 
humility intact for the world to see. 

Yet, when confronted with people taking credit for the marvelous 
way they accomplish something, I am immediately incensed at their boastful 
nature, and cast a judgmental eye on their braggadocio! 

In these times, the Lord convicts me of the “log” in my own eye, 
and I repent of boasting in my own accomplishments and for judging others 
who tend to do the same. He promptly reminds me that “apart from me you 
can do nothing” (John 15:5). It is He who enables, strengthens, and 
empowers me to complete the tasks to which He has called me. 

Genesis 37:12-24; Psalm 45; Mark 1:14-28 
 

Wednesday, March 4 
Mark 1:29-45 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and 
went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. (v.35) 

Occasionally, my morning quiet time becomes condensed. I 
rationalize that this is out of necessity, as I have so many “places to be, and 
things to do.” I seem to be structuring my day around personal needs and 
obligations! 

Some years ago, I went on retreat to a Trappist monastery where 
one’s time is structured around prayer and worship, not personal desires. We 
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retreatants arose at the same time as the monks, at 3:00 a.m., and were 
gathered in the church by 3:20 a.m. It was at this time that Opus Dei, the 
Liturgy of the Hours (the round of communal prayer that punctuates the 
entire monastic day), began. We engaged in worship, prayer, Scripture 
reading, and quiet time, until 8:15 a.m.—some five hours later—when the 
monks went off to work. (The rest of the Opus Dei was yet to come: at 
noon, 5:00 p.m., and 7:15 p.m.) 

This experience greatly impacted me with the blessing of wanting, 
as my first desire, to spend time with the Lord, and to order my time around 
Him—even if it does mean getting up while it is still dark! I have to ask 
myself, “Is an hour of sleep really more important to me than my 
relationship with God? Can I really come to know Him if I don’t spend time 
with Him?” 

Genesis 37:25-36; Psalm 119:49-72; 1 Corinthians 2:1-13 
 

Thursday, March 5 
Mark 2:1-12 And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, 
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. (v.4) 

I am amazed as I ponder the tenacity and determination of the 
faithful friends of the paralytic. No matter what the obstacle, they were 
going to get their friend to Jesus. They knew he was the one and only 
answer to all that ailed their friend. They exhibited total trust in their Lord. 
Often, we desire to bring someone to Jesus, either through our prayers or by 
sharing the Good News. Yet there are times that we lose heart and talk 
ourselves out of doing or saying anything. What is the reason for our 
reluctance? Is it pride, or insecurity at not having the “right words”? Or 
could it be that we really don’t trust God? 

Sometimes I have to remind myself that it does not depend on me. I 
am only a “seed planter.” It is the Holy Spirit who will convict the person of 
truth in his or her heart. It is Jesus who is the healer, not I. If I ask him, the 
Holy Spirit will give me the words to say, and the strength to persevere. 

Genesis 39:1-23; Psalm 50; 1 Corinthians 2:14—3:15 
 
Friday, March 6 
Mark 2:13-22 He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but 
sinners.” (v.17) 

Jesus’ response to the questioning by the Pharisees as to why he was 
hanging out with tax collectors and sinners, surely gives me reason to stop 
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and take stock of myself. I know that it is easy for me to become so 
comfortable and complacent in the company of believers, that I look with 
smug disdain at those who are on the outside of the Church. 

Yet I must consider, have I done what the Lord wants me to do to 
help bring them into the fold? Have I provided a welcoming face and 
genuine warmth to those who happen to visit? Or am I too busy with my 
own agenda? How about the street people? Do I shun them, or invite them 
into our place of worship? 

Will I really reach out with God’s love to those who are 
marginalized, or those who offend me in some way? Is my church simply a 
“social club,” or are we serious about reaching those who are lost? I need to 
ask myself regularly, “What would Jesus do?” 

Genesis 40:1-23; Psalms 40, 54; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 
 

Saturday, March 7 
Psalm 55 Cast your burdens on the LORD, and He will sustain you; he will 
never permit the righteous to be moved. (v.22) 

There are days that I tend to “wrestle” with God about one thing or 
another. Days when things in my life seem to overwhelm me and I wonder, 
while in the struggle, “Where is God in all this?” 

Psalm 55 delineates such a struggle, while imploring us to cast our 
cares upon the Lord. This means that I must be willing to let go of all of 
those areas that I seek to control or manage. It means that I am to submit to 
Him all of those things where I want to dictate my own terms to God to 
fulfill. Letting go means just that—not taking up the burden once again. 
Letting go means trusting implicitly in the Lord in His providence to bring 
about His will (not mine) in His way (not mine). Letting go means allowing 
the weight of the burden to be released to Him and receiving His calm 
assurance that all will be well. Now that’s what I call living in faith! 

Genesis 41:1-13; 1 Corinthians 4:1-7; Mark 2:23—3:6 
by Carolyn Petersen 

 
Sunday, March 8 
John 5:19-24 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son 
can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does the Son also does.” (v.19 NIV) 

Jesus’ union with the Father is a great mystery and can only be 
explained as divine. God’s desire is for us to love and be with Him now and 
for eternity; a desire fulfilled and demonstrated in Jesus. Our greatest need is 
forgiveness and restoration to God; something we could not do on our own. 
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In Jesus, God’s deepest desire and our greatest need are met. Jesus unites the 
Creator with His creation in one great outpouring of divine love. 

In John’s Gospel we see Jesus calling the disciples, clearing the 
temple, teaching Nicodemus, challenging the Samaritan woman, and healing 
the people. He does exactly what the Father wanted. This is God incarnate: 
God among us, revealing Himself to us. This is Jesus. 

Author Philip Yancey says in his book The Jesus I Never Knew, “I 
now see that Jesus’ entire life stands or falls on his claim to be God. I cannot 
trust his promised forgiveness unless he has the authority to back up such an 
offer.” 

We can be forever thankful that the offer is for life abundant.  
Genesis 41:14-45; Psalms 24, 29; Romans 6:3-14 

 
Monday, March 9 
Psalm 64 They shoot from ambush at the innocent man; they shoot at him 
suddenly, without fear. (v.4) 

All of us have bad days. Many of us go through seasons that are 
bad, where life seems to be a giant joke and we are the punchline. The 
psalmist knew what it was like to be the object of disdain and to have plots 
set against him. He knew the feeling of being alone and feeling God is far 
away. What do we do when it seems we are being ambushed? What are we 
to do when God seems far away? 

The response of the psalmist is a great lesson. First, he prayed to 
God (v.1). This took the form of a complaint, which is simple, honest 
prayer. Secondly, he requested protection and sought the refuge of God 
(v.2). And lastly, he placed his trust in the power and righteousness of God 
(vv.7-10). 

We will have bad times. We may wonder how we will endure. In 
the midst of this, may we strive to be honest in prayer. Let us seek God’s 
help and remember He has not abandoned us. John Wesley said, “It is 
precisely when our sufferings most abound that the consolation of God’s 
Spirit abounds [most].” You are not alone. God is with you always. 

Genesis 41:46-57; Psalms 56, 57,58; 1 Corinthians 4:8-21; Mark 3:7-19a 
 
Tuesday, March 10 
Genesis 42:1-17 Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the one who sold 
grain to all its people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down 
to him with their faces to the ground. (v.6) 

Can you imagine Joseph’s thoughts as he finds himself face to face 
with his brothers? Can you feel his heart jump? I wonder how many times 
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he imagined meeting them. What would he say to those who had hated him 
enough to betray and sell him into slavery? 

This is the moment of decision. Joseph has significant power; notice 
his brothers bow down before him. This reminds Joseph of his dream 
(Genesis 37:5-7). He tells them he thinks they are spies and has them send 
for Benjamin, perhaps to test their honesty. He puts the rest into prison. 
They haven’t a clue this is their brother, Joseph. 

By human standards Joseph has every right to exact revenge. His 
brothers severely wronged him. But he doesn’t. In fact, later in the book, 
they are reconciled. But do not miss the fact this is grace at work. Could we 
not replace the cast with us as the brothers and God as the judge? 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his The Cost of Discipleship, said, “Costly 
grace confronts us as a gracious call to follow Jesus, it comes as a word of 
forgiveness to the broken spirit and contrite heart.” 

Psalms 61, 62; 1 Corinthians 5:1-8; Mark 3:19b-35 
 
Wednesday, March 11 
Psalm 119:73-96 Your hands made me and formed me; give me 
understanding to learn your commands. (v.73) 

In our society we thrive on control and choice. Tonight, at the 
grocery store, I went to buy a bag of rice. There were at least 30 kinds of 
rice! We love choice. There is a sense that when we have choice, we have 
control. And in control we often find comfort. But there is also a deep sense 
that we are out of control. There is a sense that we are not who we should 
be. 

Well, we are not who we should be. Sin is the root of that issue, but 
it is not the end. The psalmist says God formed us. We are His. It isn’t that 
we aren’t working or aren’t intelligent. Sometimes however, we fail to 
remember who we belong to. 

The psalmist acknowledges the hands that formed him and then 
prays for understanding. He understood that the one who knew him best, 
could also teach him how to best live. 

The key to God’s commands lie in the fact they provide for us, 
because they were designed for us. As we come to understand them in the 
light of God’s purpose for us, we begin to see the provision, wisdom, and 
love with which they are given. 

Genesis 42:18-28; Psalm 72; 1 Corinthians 5:9—6:8; Mark 4:1-20 
 
Thursday, March 12 
Mark 4:21-34 For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and 
whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. (v.22) 
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Jesus has just finished explaining the parable of the four soils. At 
the end of that parable he describes the good soil, which when seeded, 
produced a large crop. He then says to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put 
it under a bowl or a bed?” (v.21). 

He is continuing the thought from the previous parable. The seed 
that takes root produces a crop. Likewise, the lamp, which is placed on its 
stand, gives light to the room. The soil and the lamp represent us! 

When we take root in our new life in Christ, we are “lit.” We are 
meant to be light in a dark world. Additionally, as we discover our 
previously “hidden” gifts and talents, we are to “shine” them to the world. 
Our gifts do not exist for ourselves alone. They enable us to take the light of 
Christ to the world. What a wondrous thing to know—that your gifts, when 
shared, will bring love to another in the name of Christ. 

Genesis 42:29-38; Psalms 70, 71; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 
Friday, March 13 
Mark 4:35-41 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still 
have no faith?” (v.40) 

When I was a pilot, I took a trip with a good friend. We had stopped 
to eat lunch at an airport about an hour from home. When we were ready to 
leave, the sky was ominous. A thunderstorm was approaching—fast. 

“Let’s wait,” I told him. He (also a pilot) looked at the weather 
report and confidently said we could make it. Thirty minutes later, while 
fighting violent turbulence as we flew through the storm, I reminded him it 
was his fault we were in this predicament. 

I imagine the disciples were feeling something similar. It was Jesus’ 
idea to get in the boat! They turned to him for help. Jesus calmed the waves 
then challenged their hearts: “Do you still have no faith?” 

Thomas `a Kempis said, “Greater is thy anxiety for me than all the 
care that I can take for myself.” Jesus chastises the disciples because they do 
not yet trust the Father. The storm may have been inevitable. But in the 
midst of the storm, their fear would have found hope if they only believed 
their Father really cared. May we look to Him in our storms—and feel His 
caring love for us amidst the thunder. 

Genesis 43:1-15; Psalm 69; 1 Corinthians 7:1-9 
 
Saturday, March 14 
Psalm 23 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want (v.1) 

The non-Hebrew nations in Old Testament times served various 
gods. They were always in a state of trying to earn their favor. The rules of 
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how to do this were blurry at best and the sins committed had serious 
consequences. 

But the God of Israel was different. In Exodus, He shows the lie of 
the other “gods” of Egypt. The plagues demonstrate the absolute authority 
of God. The Exodus demonstrates His passionate grace to save His people. 
He sought them. He held them accountable yet gave them a way to obtain 
forgiveness. He proved His love and devotion to His people. 

David loves his God and envisions Him as a shepherd. The 
shepherd provides and protects. The shepherd knows His sheep and 
constantly keeps watch, wanting no harm to come to them. He leads them to 
food and to rest. He would give His life for His sheep.  

In John 10:1-7 Jesus likens himself to a shepherd. He is the 
fulfillment of the Father’s love. This shepherd laid down his life for the 
sheep. It is through Christ’s sacrifice that we may “dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever” (v.6). Thank God for Jesus the shepherd, who leads, comforts 
and guides us. 

Genesis 43:16-34; Psalms 75, 76; 1 Corinthians 7:10-24; Mark 5:1-20 
by Chris Findley 

 
Sunday, March 15  
John 5:25-30 “I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.” (v.30b 
NIV) 

The American culture is one of pleasure. We watch movies, spend 
the day at amusement parks, and even watch videos online of “satisfying” 
things that are meant to calm us. Yet many Americans complain of a feeling 
of emptiness. We are then told that the cure of that is to have some “me” 
time, to pull yourself back together having treats and doing nothing on the 
couch. We still feel like something’s missing, but the thought of getting up 
and doing something for someone else’s pleasure is repulsive. 

We try to satisfy ourselves with worldly things, but the only thing 
that satisfies is our Lord, who created us, who is always with us, and longs 
to hold your heart in His embrace. God loves us, and He wants the best for 
us. By seeking to please Him in everything you do, you will find that you 
are at peace. You’ll find you are satisfied by doing things for Him and Him 
alone. Pleasing yourself makes you feel happy, but it doesn’t make you feel 
whole. 

Only God can fill you. 
Genesis 44:1-17; Psalms 93, 96; Romans 8:1-10 
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Monday, March 16  
Genesis 44:18-34 “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my 
lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 
How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me 
see the misery that would come on my father.” (vv.33-34) 

I recently read through Genesis, and the story of Joseph caught my 
eye. Perhaps not the story of Joseph, but the story of the change in his 
brothers. 

Joseph went through many tribulations, but God’s hand was over 
him through it all, performing miracle after miracle and leading him to be 
able to save many people, including the brothers that had put him there in 
the first place. 

But I think a miracle most of us miss is Judah, who had been so 
jealous before that he was willing to sell his own brother into slavery. Now, 
he begs someone he believes is a stranger to spare his brother Benjamin, 
who is clearly his father’s favorite, just to spare his father grief. Not only to 
beg for Benjamin’s life, but to be willing to take his place—that is truly a 
miracle. The story of Joseph’s brothers’ transformation is proof that your 
persecutors may become your brothers. 

Psalm 80; 1 Corinthians 7:25-31; Mark 5:21-43 
 
Tuesday, March 17  
Psalm 78:1-39 They forgot what he had done, the wonders he had shown 
them. (v.11) 

I’ve always thought of faith like a candle. The flames will ebb; 
they’ll suddenly flare up, lighting up the darkness more than before. It 
doesn’t go out until we are in front of God and have no need for faith 
anymore; He’ll be right there in front of us. 

There are times when you feel like the flame is gone. You are trying 
to survive, and you lock yourself into the mindset of getting through day 
after day. Your flame ebbs. We forget every good thing God has done for 
us, and our prayer time is begging for Him to fix all our problems, ignoring 
our call as Christians to spread the Good News. 

Faith isn’t supposed to be easy. There are seasons where we doubt, 
and we forget the mountains God has pushed aside before. But these seasons 
are temporary, and we can’t let them form walls around the light that’s 
supposed to shine over everyone. 

We all hurt. We all doubt. But if the Holy Spirit is inside you, He 
won’t let you burn out. 

Genesis 45:1-15; 1 Corinthians 7:32-40; Mark 6:1-13 
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Wednesday, March 18  
Psalm 119:97-120 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 
(v.105) 

People have told me all my life that when I’m struggling with a 
decision, I should run to the Bible, and the right choice will suddenly be 
made clear. So, I choose a passage and read through it, meditating on the 
words and praying. Sometimes, everything will click, and I know what to do 
next. 

Sometimes, the passage I chose has nothing relevant to my 
situation, and I get discouraged and decide according to my logic. 

People always expect that when they run to the Bible for answers, 
they’ll miraculously open to the right passage every time. God will show 
them clearly and immediately. 

We forget that He also calls us to be patient. We forget that He 
answers every time, no matter how long it takes. We forget that His light is 
constant and is not gone when the path seems dark. He is preparing a way, 
and He will make our path clear when it is time to move forward. 

Genesis 45:16-28; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 6:13-29 
 
Thursday, March 19  
Mark 6:30-46 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” 
When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” (v.38) 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand is an amazing miracle. It’s a 
reminder that God always provides, no matter the circumstance. 

But the part that people are often to forget is the person who offered 
the five loaves and two fish. In John 6, it is revealed that the person with the 
fish and bread was a boy. 

If it were me, I would’ve thought it to be so small that it was 
inconsequential to give Jesus the food. But a little one offered up his food to 
Jesus, maybe doubting it was worth anything but doing it anyway. His little 
offering ended up feeding five thousand people. 

Wow. 
Some of the things that we do for Christ may seem so small to 

ourselves, but God may be using it to nourish so many others. We are called 
to have the faith of a child and to give without limits, even if it seems 
inconsequential. 

We are called to give it all to Jesus, even if we doubt that it’s worth 
anything. He can make it into something miraculous.  

Genesis 46:1-7, 28-34; Psalms 42, 43; 1 Corinthians 9:1-15 
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Friday, March 20  
1 Corinthians 9:16-27 Therefore I do not run like someone running 
aimlessly. (v.26a) 

Half the time when we ask how a person is that morning, they’ll 
moan and say they’re exhausted. This culture praises busyness, a stress that 
comes with pushing yourself to the breaking point. 

We push ourselves to run faster, to do more, to work harder. We’re 
running, but most of us are running aimlessly. 

We are driven to succeed. We desire to be satisfied, and we think 
that the only way to be satisfied is to work until it’s perfect. And then, when 
we fail or finish the project, we move on to another one, certain that this one 
is the one, this one will satisfy us. 

We were made to glorify God. That is our purpose in this life and 
the one beyond that will last forever. That is where we will find the greatest 
peace, where we will feel purposeful, and where will we never tire of 
running the race. 

We run to glorify God and help others reach His kingdom. Any 
other path will make us stumble and grow weary. 

We are called to run to Him. 
Genesis 47:1-26; Psalm 88; Mark 6:47-56 

 
Saturday, March 21  
Psalm 90 A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by. 
(v.4a) 

I’m a paranoid person. I tend to read into every detail and hold 
grudges against people for things they didn’t even realize had hurt me. As 
humans, we tend to take every second seriously and believe that one sin 
we’ve done is the end of the world. 

We forget that we have an eternal God. We forget that we are 
forgiven and keep living under a burden He’s already taken from us. We 
forget that we are free. 

We get upset at tiny things that truly don’t matter; we get annoyed 
when answers don’t immediately come. We feel useless when we are in a 
period of resting and aren’t doing things that aid God’s kingdom in a large 
way. 

God isn’t in a rush. He will heal us of our hurts that seem so small. 
He will provide an answer. He will give us opportunities to serve. 

We can’t live in this world’s mindset of time. God is timeless. 
Everything will get done; things will be fixed. All it requires is patience and 
trust that He knows what He’s doing. 

Genesis 47:27—48:7; Psalm 87; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Mark 7:1-23 
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by Hanna Wohlever 
 
Sunday, March 22 
Genesis 48:8-22 Bless the boys. (v.16 NRSV) 

Isn’t it great when children have grandparents who take an interest 
in them! Here is one of them blessing two of his grandsons. This man, 
Jacob, hadn’t always been a good role model. In his youth he’d been a 
deceiver and a manipulator and had to leave his home under a cloud. But 
God had worked on him and had brought him to repentance. Now, 
conscious of all that God has done in his life, he wants God to bless his 
children likewise. 

It’s interesting that he repeats what had happened to himself. He, the 
younger son, had gotten the blessing reserved for his older brother (27:22). 
Now he does the same thing for the younger lad here. Why? Did he have a 
younger brother’s sympathy for another younger brother? Did he want to 
show that there is no special hierarchy with God? Was the Lord specifically 
guiding him to do this? We don’t know. 

In any case, he blessed them both. And those young lads must have 
remembered that special, encouraging day for the rest of their lives. 

Can we do the same for our grandchildren, and for other little ones 
around us? 

Psalms 66, 67; Romans 8:11-25; John 6:27-40 
 
Monday, March 23 
Genesis 49:1-28 Then Jacob called his sons, and said: “Gather around, that 
I may tell you what will happen to you in days to come.” (v.1) 

After having blessed two of his grandsons (Genesis 48:16), Jacob 
now gathers together his sons. Though this passage may seem dry, it reveals 
four marks of a good father. 

He is fair. There is no favoritism here. Not one of his sons is 
neglected. Each gets his attention. 

He is frank. He doesn’t turn a blind eye to their dark sides, but 
confronts them with significant events in their past, and talks to them man to 
man. 

He is far-sighted. From their past he infers their future. As the 
saying goes, the child is father to the man. My own father was like that. 
When I did wrong, he’d say to me, “You’ll be sorry!” And he was right. It 
wasn’t that he was cruel. Rather, he was wise and loving enough to tell me 
the truth. I wish I’d listened to him and taken the appropriate corrective 
steps more often. 
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He is faithful. Though they were grown men, he still maintained a 
relationship with them, and exercised his duty of having some responsibility 
to them. 

Let’s pray for more fathers like that! 
Psalm 89:1-18; 1 Corinthians 10:14—11:1; Mark 7:24-37 

 
Tuesday, March 24 
Genesis 49:24—50:14 Bury me with my ancestors—in the cave in the field 
of Ephron the Hittite... in the land of Canaan. (vv.29, 30) 

Sadly, some people make no provision for their deaths. They leave 
no will and make no plans for their funeral. And their successors are left 
with the burden of what to do with their mortal remains and their estate. 

Jacob didn’t do that. After blessing his family, he planned for his 
burial. It was to be in his old homeland of Canaan. Guided by this, his son 
Joseph organized the days of mourning and the large funeral procession. 
Jacob was to rest in the land God had given him and in the presence of his 
ancestors. 

We, too, have a homeland. It isn’t really the U.S.A. or Canada or 
anywhere else on earth. It’s in heaven. To that place God will bring us to 
rest with our loved ones who have gone before us. There we shall wait for 
the day of Resurrection, when we shall meet our Lord. And the sorrow and 
sighing of death will flee away! 

Lord, keep us mindful of our heavenly home! 
Psalms 97, 99, 100; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; Mark 8:1-10 

 
Wednesday, March 25 
Genesis 50:15-26 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended 
it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 
(v.20) 

If bad things have happened to us—like abuse by our family when 
we were children at home, kicks in the face by our employer at work, or 
neglect by our friends—we normally feel like hitting back, or blaming our 
surroundings, or at the least feeling sorry for ourselves. 

But that wasn’t how Joseph responded. Though he had been sold off 
as a slave by his brothers, had his reputation smeared by his employer’s 
wife, and been forgotten by his companion in jail, he didn’t seek revenge. 
Though his brothers thought they were banishing him from their life, he 
realized they were actually pushing him into their future. He saw God’s 
hand in it all. Years later, the apostle Paul recognized the same fact when he 
wrote, “all things work together for good for those who love God” (Romans 
8:28). 
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With a grateful heart for what God had done, Joseph forgave these 
people who had hurt him, and he blessed them (v.21)! Can we do the same? 

Psalms 101, 109; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; Mark 8:11-26 
 
Thursday, March 26 
Exodus 1:6-22 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the 
Israelites, and made their lives bitter. (vv.13-14a) 

After the death of Joseph, a new Pharaoh hammered the Israelites 
into slavery, and then tried to eradicate them by killing off their male babies. 

Today, physical slavery is still tolerated on some continents! Other 
forms of slavery are rampant in our own country. They aren’t caused by 
chains of iron but by habits of the will: slavery to alcohol and nicotine and 
other drugs; bondage to sex and gambling and money and power; addiction 
to sports and fashion and public opinion. These control many people, and 
they exercise as much influence on them as Pharaoh did on the Israelites. 

I have a painting of a missionary handing over money to a leering 
slave-dealer with a whip in his hand. Cowering down at the missionary’s 
feet and kissing his robe is a man in shackles shortly to be released. 

Through the centuries the blood of Jesus has released millions of 
individuals. It “breaks the power of canceled sin, and sets the prisoner free” 
(Charles Wesley). Does it need to be applied afresh to “slaves” in our own 
country? 

Psalm 69; 1 Corinthians 12:12-26; Mark 8:27—9:1 
 
Friday, March 27 
Exodus 2:1-22 She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out 
of the water.” (v.10b) 

Isn’t it wonderful how our names can be significant? Here is a baby 
who is drawn out of the water, and who later draws his own people out of 
Egypt! His future was foretold in his past. He who had known the 
miraculous power of God in saving him as an infant later experienced the 
miraculous power of God in saving his whole nation. Drawing out was his 
theme; and it was given to him by God. 

Sometimes we need to go through an experience before we can help 
others in that same experience. Not only can we understand and sympathize 
with them, we can offer them hope that God can help them. What about 
yourself? Have you survived threatening “waters” of suffering, addiction, 
loneliness, poverty, or fear? If so, like Moses, can you help others to come 
out of their troubles too? 

Lord, thank You that today You still draw us out of “mighty waters” 
(Psalm 18:16), and set us on solid ground again! 
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Psalm 102; 1 Corinthians 12:27—13:3; Mark 9:2-13 
 
Saturday, March 28 
Exodus 2:23—3:15 Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground. (v.5) 

In these days of cushioned pews and cozy hymns, I have to be 
careful when I go to church not to become too familiar with God. I’ve got to 
watch that I don’t treat Him as just a chum, and think He should be 
delighted I dropped in. 

God is not a big buddy. He is a holy God. Before Him even the 
angels veil their faces. And He demands my respect. Therefore, I should 
shed my “shoes” of pride, selfishness, complacency, criticism (and whatever 
else they are made of) and come into His courts with reverence and fear. I 
must prepare myself, because He may want to speak to me as He did to 
Moses, and call me out to serve Him in some special way. 

I don’t know if I’m talking just to myself when I write this way. But 
I sense that some other people have the same thoughts. 

Holy Lord, draw us humbly and expectantly into Your courts. 
Psalms 107:33-43, 108; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Mark 9:14-29 

by John Pearce 
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Sunday, March 29 
Romans 12:1-21 Rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who 
mourn. (v.15 NIV) 

This could be the definition of compassion down to its core and this 
is what Jesus did as he walked out his faith on earth with his Heavenly 
Father. I want to be available as His instrument of compassion. Rejoice with 
one another: a baby shower, a wedding, congratulations on a new job, a 
celebratory meal together, a hug, a simple thumbs up across the room, a 
note, eye contact, prayer. Mourn with one another: a note expressing 
heartfelt sorrow, a casserole, flowers, simply being present, a hug, cry with 
one another, staking ourselves beside a friend when they can’t hold 
themselves up alone. 

I have been blessed to have friends and family rejoice and mourn 
with me. It isn’t complicated to open our hearts and walk with our sisters 
and brothers in joy and sadness. There is a song I love, by Brendon Heath 
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with lyrics, “Lord give me your eyes for just one second, give me your eyes 
so I can see, give me your heart for the ones forgotten, give me your arms 
for the brokenhearted…” 

Exodus 3:16—4:12; Psalm 118; John 8:46-59 
 
Monday, March 30 
Exodus 4:10-31 The LORD said to him, “Who gave human beings their 
mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes 
them blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will 
teach you what to say.” (vv.11-12) 

Every day we are offered the opportunity to replace our ways with 
His ways. Years ago, I worked for a man that was beyond demanding and 
verbally abusive to not only me and my team but his own staff as well. I 
would receive a text, email, or voicemail with a diatribe of negativity at all 
hours of the day and night. My first, most natural response was anger: “Who 
does this guy think he is” and my reaction in our early exchanges would be 
to return his acidic comments with cynicism and make sure they cut to the 
quick. The Lord gave me Proverbs 15:1 to ponder: “A soft answer turns 
away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Like firing a tennis volley 
back and forth now, I would send back to his serving of negativity, a calm 
and fair answer. The gentlemen eventually began to respond with grace and 
what seemed to be a changed heart—at least for the time being. 

Many times, when I am on the verge of exploding angrily, the Lord 
works on me to return the negativity with a soft answer. The Lord teaches 
me this lesson every day. Proverbs 18:1 says, “Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” 

Psalm 31; 1 Corinthians 14:1-19; Mark 9:30-41 
 
Tuesday, March 31 
Exodus 5:1—6:1 Afterward, Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, 
“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that 
they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’” (5:1) 

Moses had difficulty speaking so God promised that Aaron would 
go with him and help him speak. Isn’t that just like our God to give us a 
friend or brother or sister to help us? Can you imagine Moses going into 
Pharaoh’s chambers alone? Demanding that he let some 2 million people 
go? And all because their God (who Pharaoh doesn’t even acknowledge) 
says so? Make no mistake, the one who created us to do His will knows our 
strengths and our weaknesses. Moses, a prophet, and Aaron, more gifted to 
speak, walked beside one another in strength. What a beautiful example of 
how God displays His Glory through us through each other’s giftedness. 
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Many times, I have told my sons to go with the other one to encourage and 
simply be there, or I have asked my husband, a friend, or my parents to help 
me with my fear or insecurity in a situation. He always provides. 

Psalms 120, 121, 122, 123; 1 Corinthians 14:20-40; Mark 9:42-50 
 
Wednesday, April 1 
2 Corinthians 2:14—3:6 It is not that we are competent in and of ourselves, 
so as to think a good thought, as it were, by ourselves. But our ability comes 
from God, who has made us able to minister the new testament—not of the 
letter, but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. (vv.5-6 
NMB) 

A dear friend of mine, Ed, was a heavy drinker and a brawler of a 
man before he came to know Christ. If you were to watch him after he 
became a Christian, you would see the light of Christ in his smile, his 
handshake, and his ever-present words of encouragement. Ed had a 
contagious, uplifting spirit leading many men to Christ, both in and out of 
the church, and encouraged many in the jail ministry. He was a spiritual 
giant but took no acclaim and never boasted of his sacrificial life. 

No one knew the other back-story. Ed’s wife was in an assisted 
living facility with Alzheimer’s, and she had not acknowledged Ed or 
memories of Ed for many years. Faithful Ed, however, would visit and take 
her to lunch and push her wheelchair around the mall or a park twice a week 
for years. Ed’s son and grandson were weekly in and out of trouble, often 
involving Ed to pull them out. Yet even with these pressures, God gave him 
love, peace, and the ability to affect others. Ed said it was only the power of 
the Christ that gave him the capacity to live his life with his focus on others 
and not himself. 

Exodus 7:8-24; Psalm 119:145-176; Mark 10:1-16 
 
Thursday, April 2 
Psalm 32 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my 
iniquity, I said “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” And you 
forgave the guilt of my sin. (v.5 NIV) 

Repentance is key to restoring my heart to unite with Jesus. The 
beauty of admitting my sins to Christ and seeking forgiveness is worth every 
painful word! Just being relieved of the guilt is like having a boulder roll off 
my back. Yet, often I let pride and selfishness get in the way of humility and 
contriteness. It isn’t fun to present our sins—it’s hard to speak them out 
loud—and yet the peace that passes all understanding comes crashing 
through once we lay our burdens down. The Lord knows our hearts and is 
faithful to be there and forgive us—every single time. 
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Exodus 7:25—8:19; Psalms 131, 132, 133; 2 Corinthians 3:7-18; Mark 10:17-31 
 
Friday, April 3 
Psalm 22 Our children will also serve him. Future generations will hear 
about the wonders of the Lord. His righteous acts will be told to those not 
yet born. They will hear about everything he has done. (vv.30-31 NLT) 

One big prayer that my wife prays in the morning before the sun 
rises, and I agree and pray throughout the day, is the opportunity to infuse 
the Lord and His greatness into our conversations, texts, and interactions 
with our sons. We are massively thankful for everything the Lord has done 
for us and continue to hold hope that the legacy of the Lord will be a priority 
to our children and our children’s children. 

Exodus 9:13-35; 2 Corinthians 4:1-12; Mark 10:32-45 
 
Saturday, April 4 
Psalm 144 Praise be to the LORD my Rock, who trains my hands for war, 
and my fingers for battle. (v.1 NIV) 

He has told us that there will be hard times. He has also warned us 
about the enemy and the fact that spiritual warfare is a reality in a Christians 
life. But, as King David expresses in this verse, He trains us to fight and 
prepares us in our hardships to be stronger and stronger. His word and the 
Trinity teach us and enable us to withstand the attacks of the enemy. Train 
means to teach, to equip! 

I am much stronger and wiser having been on my knees in difficult 
and fearful times than if I hadn’t been through the struggles. It’s sometimes 
hard to be thankful for them until you go through the next difficulty. I saw a 
saying: “They thought Noah was crazy, ’till it started raining…” 

Lord, help me to embrace the difficulties and the warfare with 
unwavering faith and discernment. 

Exodus 10:21—11:18; Psalm 137; 2 Corinthians 4:13-18; Mark 10:46-52 
by Lisa and Charlie Clayton III 
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