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Welcome from the Rector 

Greetings on behalf of our vestry leadership and the people of St. John’s. 

St. John’s is a community of faith formed and nurtured 
by its worship, love, and Christian service. St. John’s 
Church was founded October 1924.  Our current sanctu-
ary was built in 1953. 

We work hard to articulate the historic faith of Anglican 
Christianity and practice the liturgical customs and tra-
ditions of the historic Book of Common Prayer. St. 
John’s is driven by a love for Jesus Christ, fidelity to 
Holy Scripture, to sacred Tradition where the historic 
faith was birthed and formed and to the continual pursuit 
of Truth guided by divine revelation. 

We use the Book of Common Prayer 1928 at 7:30 am 
Wednesday morning in the chapel (followed by breakfast 
at the Old Neighborhood Grill, 1617 Park Place Avenue), 

6:00 pm Saturday afternoon, and 8:00 am Sunday morning. On Sunday morning 
9:00 am we use the Book of Common Prayer 2019 and at 11:15 am the Book of 
Common Prayer 2019 “Traditional Rite”.  

Our Mission Statement reads: “With God’s grace, St John’s Church is seeking to 
be a welcoming community living the Christian faith, dedicated to the work of Je-
sus Christ, through reverent worship of Almighty God, exercising daily prayer, 
providing fellowship, Christian formation, and outreach, that by faithful steward-
ship we will take the message of Christ into the world through our daily lives.” 

St. John’s is a Parish of the Anglican Communion, the Anglican Church in North 
America (ACNA) and the Episcopal/Anglican Diocese of Fort Worth. Our Bishop 
is the Right Reverend Ryan S. Reed, SSC, D.D. 

 

God bless you for being with us this morning. 

Fr. David F. Klein, Rector 
frklein@stjohnsfortworth.com 

Fr. Richard Moseley, Assistant 
anglican.moze@gmail.com 

mailto:frklein@stjohnsfortworth.com
mailto:frklein@stjohnsfortworth.com
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Gathering of the People – Opening Hymn 
Please talk to God before Mass and to each other afterwards. The opportunity for people to 
prepare properly for worship by saying their prayers before the service begins is of the great-
est importance. 

 

Prelude    “Fantasia on ‘Greensleeves’”       Vaughan Williams 
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Opening Hymn 83 v. 1-3,6 “O come, all ye faithful”           Adeste Fidelis 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
The Procession of the Cross and ministers and clergy. The People standing. When the 
Opening Hymn is complete the Celebrant begins the Eucharistic Sacrifice. 
 
Opening Acclamation 
 
Celebrant:  
People:   Unto us a son is given. 
 
The Celebrant prays the Collect of Purity. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen 
Then follows the Summary of the Law. The Celebrant says. 

          

 Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the               
              it:  

shalt      these two      
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The Celebrant says to the People. 
     The Lord be with you. 
People:     And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:   Let us pray. 
 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant offers the following prayer. 

O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the illumination  
of the true Light: Grant us, we beseech thee, that as we have known the 
mystery of that Light upon earth, so may also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; 
where with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.   
 
Please be seated for the hearing of God’s Word. 

The Lessons from Holy Scripture 
First Reading – Isaiah 9:1-7 But there will be no gloom for her who was in 
anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every 
boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 96 

The Psalm will be chanted. 
 

1 O sing unto the LORD a new song; * 

      sing unto the LORD, all the whole earth.  

2 Sing unto the LORD and praise his Name; * 

      tell of his salvation from day to day.  

3 Declare his honor to the nations, * 

      and his wonders to all peoples.  

4 For the LORD is great, and highly to be praised; * 

      he is more to be feared than all gods.  

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

      but it is the LORD who made the heavens.  

6 Glory and majesty are be-fore him; * 

      power and honor are in his sanctuary.  

7 Ascribe unto the LORD, O you families of the peoples, * 

      ascribe unto the LORD worship and power.  

8 Ascribe unto the LORD the honor due unto his Name; * 

      bring offerings and come into his courts.  

9 O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

      let the whole earth stand in awe of him.  

10 Tell it out among the nations, “The LORD is King; * 

      it is he who has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;  

      he shall judge the peoples righteously.”  

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; * 

      let the sea make a noise, and all that is there-in.  

12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; *  

      then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the LORD. 
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New Testament – Titus 2:11-14  
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us 
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self -controlled, up-
right, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the ap-
pearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for 
his own possession who are zealous for good works.  
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

13 For he comes, for he comes to judge the earth, * 

      and with righteousness to judge the world, and the peoples with his truth. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. A-men. 
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Seq. Hymn 87 (V. 1-2,3)     “Hark! the herald angels sing”                  Mendelssohn 

The Gospel Book is processed out to the congregation. 
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The Reading of the Holy Gospel 
All standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, saying,  

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke.   

People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.      (2:1-14) 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of Da-
vid, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of Da-
vid, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there 
were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the peo-
ple. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the an-
gel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,“Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.   

People: Praise be to thee, O Christ.       

 

The Sermon   Please be seated. 
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The Nicene Creed 
Please stand. The Celebrant introduces the Nicene Creed, saying 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
Celebrant and People 
I believe in one God,  
the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible;  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made,  
being of one substance with the Father;  
by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation  
came down from heaven,  
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man;  
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried;  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;  
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick  
and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together  
is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets.  
And I believe one, holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church;  
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Please kneel. The person appointed says 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and for the world. 
Silence 
Almighty and ever-living God, who by thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, 
and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we 
offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal 
Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do con-
fess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly 
love. 
 

We beseech thee also, so to lead the nations of the world into the way of righteousness; 
and so to direct and dispose the hearts of all our leaders, especially Joseph, our Presi-
dent, Greg, our Governor, and Mattie, our Mayor, that thy people may enjoy the bless-
ings of freedom and peace.  Grant that our leaders may truly and impartially administer 
justice, upholding integrity, and truth, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to 
the maintenance of thy true religion, and virtue. 
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops, Priests and Deacons, and especially to 
thy servants Foley, our Archbishop, Ryan, our Bishop, Keith, our Assisting Bishop, Fr. 
David, our Rector, Fr. Randall, assistant priest, Fr. Richard, assistant priest, and Fr. 
Bob, associate priest, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and 
lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.  And to all thy peo-
ple give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, in 
meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
The Holy Eucharist is Christ’s gift to us. Good stewards are grateful for this gift and 
they realize how important it is to their spiritual growth. Let us pray for grace to appre-
ciate what a tremendous gift it is to approach the Lord’s table. 
 

Prosper, we pray thee, all those who proclaim the Gospel of thy kingdom among the 
nations and strengthen us to fulfill thy great commission, making disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them and teaching them to obey all thou hast commanded. 
We pray for our world that faces so much darkness and violence. We pray for the peo-
ple suffering war conditions and the threat of war.  We pray for our government and 
military leaders at every level to have clear minds to respond to bring peace. We pray 
that all people can walk the path of peace, the path of forgiveness, the path of equality. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all 
those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other ad-
versity especially: Hugh & Lou, Wanda, Diane, Glenna, Ann, Cindy, Vic, Courtney, 
Katie… Fr. Bob†, Fr. Klein†, Joni & Chelsea, Dorothy & Gerald, Hayley, Sara, Carol 
 

For those having birthdays this week: Kristin Paris, Geoff Paris, Mary McKinney 
 
For parents expecting: Carmen Lopez-Aguado and Oscar Quintanilla 
 



14 

For those having wedding anniversaries this week: Gihan and Priyanthi Warnesuriye, 
Donnie and Monty Muennink  
We remember before thee, O Lord, all thy servants who have departed this life in thy faith 
and fear, especially … that thy will for them may be fulfilled, and we beseech thee to grant 
us grace so to follow the good examples of the blessed Virgin Mary, St John the Apostle 
and of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant these our prayers, O Heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate; who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end.  AMEN 

The Confession of Sin 

The Celebrant says the following.  

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
    maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,  
   which we from time to time most grievously have committed  
   by thought, word, and deed against thy divine majesty,  
   provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.  
We do earnestly repent,  
   and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;  
   the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,  
   the burden of them is intolerable.  
Have mercy upon us,  
   have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
   for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,  
   forgive us all that is past;  
   and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee  
   in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name;  
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
The Celebrant stands and says the Absolution. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 

of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 

upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People        And with thy spirit.  

Announcements. Following the preparation of the Altar.
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Offertory    “On Christmas Night”           Sussex Carol, Arr. Hopson 

 

The Holy Communion 

The Liturgy of the Altar 
The People standing. The Celebrant faces them and says.  

        The Lord be with you.  

People        And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People         We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant    Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

People         It is meet and right so to do.  

The Celebrant continues  

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times,  

and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.  

Here the Celebrant prays the Proper Preface of the season. Then continues… 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  

we laud and magnify thy glorious Name, evermore praising thee, and saying:  

Sanctus and Benedictus   S-114                                                              Healey Willan 
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The Prayer of Consecration 

The People kneel. The Celebrant continues.                                     

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender 

mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our re-

demption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, 

and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 

did institute, and in his Holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of 

that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.  

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body,  

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, 

which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 

shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly be-

loved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here 

before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, the memorial thy Son hath com-

manded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 

mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for 

the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.  

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us: and, of thy al-

mighty goodness vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, 

these thy gifts of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, 

may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 

death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Blood, we, and all thy whole 

Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.  
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And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be 

a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and 

all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the 

most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and 

heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in 

him.  

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any 

sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing 

our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and 

with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto 

thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then says 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Celebrant and People together pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Fraction 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.  

Then the Celebrant says 

Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
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Celebrant and People together may say 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,  
    trusting in our own righteousness,  
    but in thy manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy so much as to gather up  
    the crumbs under thy Table.  
    but thou art the same Lord  
    whose property is always to have mercy.  
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
    so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,  
    and to drink his blood,  
    that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body,  
    and our souls washed through his most precious blood,  
    and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 
Celebrant and People sing the Agnus Dei.   S-158                             Healey Willan 

Facing the People, the Celebrant says. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you and feed on him in this sacrament with faith and thanksgiving. Amen 

The clergy and lay servers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately 
administer the Blessed Sacrament to the People.   
 
Communion Anthem     “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”          Basque Carol 
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Hymn 115     “What child is this”                            Greensleeves 
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Communion Hymn 111     “Silent night, holy night”                   Stille Nacht  

After Communion and during the ablutions of the Altar the following hymn is sung. 
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The Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

If the service is being streamed the following prayer for Spiritual Communion is 

offered with faith and desire. 

For Spiritual Communion for those participating online. 

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above 

all things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive 

you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to 

you, together with all your faithful people gathered around every altar of your Church, 

and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated 

from you.  Amen. 2019 BCP p. 677. 

The Celebrant then prays with those present. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People together pray. 
Almighty and everliving God,  
we most heartily thank thee, for that thou dost feed us,  
    in these holy mysteries,  
    with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood  
    of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor  
    and goodness towards us;  
    and that we are very members incorporate in  
    the mystical body of thy Son,  
    the blessed company of all faithful people;  
    and are also heirs, through hope,  
    of thy everlasting kingdom.   
And we humbly beseech thee,  O heavenly Father,  
    so to assist us with thy grace,  
    that we may continue in that holy fellowship,  
    and do all such good works that thou hast prepared  
    for us to walk in;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
    to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,  
    be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 

The Celebrant gives the blessing of God 
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Rec. Hymn 100 “Joy to the world”                                  Antioch 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 
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The Dismissal of the People of God to service and prayer 

After the Altar Candles have been extinguished the Priest dismisses the People. 

  Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                  “Fantasy from ‘Variations on Joy to the World’”         Helman

  

The clergy and staff of Saint John’s wish you and  

your family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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Who’s Serving This Week 
(December 24-25) 

Saturda y  4 :00  PM –  Chris tmas  Eve   

Acolyte: Lucas Smith, OPEN 

Chalice: Tom Ward, Don Lange 

Crucifer: Jason Merritt 

Prayers: Tiffany Gildner 

Reader: Kendall Smith 
 

Saturda y  11 :00  PM -  Chris tmas  Eve  

Acolytes: Michael Leaseburg, Ben Leaseburg 

Chalice: Tom Ward, Clifford Bronson 

Crucifer: OPEN 

Prayers: Tom Ward 

Reader: Bill Kendall 
  
  

Sunday  10 :00  AM -  Chri s tmas  Day  

Chalice: Andrew Martin 

Reader: Andrew Martin  

Who’s Serving Next Week 
(January 1) 

Sunday 10 :00  AM—St.  John ’ s  Sunday   

Acolyte: David Leaseburg 

Chalice: Jason Merritt 

Prayers: Tom Ward 

Reader: Bill Kendall 

Usher:  Will Lowe 

Vestry:  Clay Slaughter, Patrick Wells  

 

 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH! 

If you would like to see the schedule for future weeks, copies of the ROTA are available in the 

parish office. 


