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Prelude: Handbells                                  “Sing We Now of Christmas”                   arr. Kevin McChesney 

Festival of  Nine Lessons and Carols 
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Please stand and join the choir 
Hymn 87 Hark! The herald angels sing                    Mendelssohn                                         
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BIDDING PRAYER 
 
Dear People of God:  In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once 
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 
 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against 
him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to the yearly re-
membrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of 
the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city. 
 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry 
and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children as well as all 
those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                          Hymnal S-28; BCP p. 134 

Please kneel and sing with the choir. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson 

Genesis 1:25 – 28;  2:15-17  3:1-5 

Diane McCusker 

And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and eve-
rything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And 
God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have do-
minion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the Lord God com-
manded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” Now the serpent was more crafty 
than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said 
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Choir Anthem   “Adam lay ybounden”      Peter Warlock 

 

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond.  Four thousand winter thought he not too long.   
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkes finden written in their book.   
Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been. Ne had never our lady a been heaven queen.   
Blessed be the time that apple taken was.  Therefore we may singen Deo gracias!  



6 

The Second Lesson 

Isaiah 40:1 – 11 

Bill Kendall 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In 
the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty[d] is like the flower of the 
field. The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. The 
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.  

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald 
of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those 
that are with young.  

Choir Anthem “Prepare the Royal Highway”              arr. Bradley Ellinboe 

Prepare the royal highway; the king of kings is near”     
Let every hill and valley a level road appear!   
Then greet the King of glory foretold in sacred story: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word!    
Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised King!   
Your King, yet every nation its tribute too may bring.   
All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing;  
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word.   
His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heaven above.   
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth and love.   
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding, Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word! 

Choir Anthem:   “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!”             Jeffrey A. Smith 

O come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lowly exile here, until the son of God appear.   
O come Thou Lord of might, who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient times did give the law in cloud and 
majesty and awe.  Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel; Rejoice and sing and shout a loud noel!    
The promised one that mortal tongue will tell shall come to thee, O Israel.   
O come Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;  
O drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us to light.   
O come Thou King of David, come and open wide our heavenly home where all Thy saints with Thee shall dwell.  
O come O come Emmanuel.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emanuel!  Rejoice and sing and shout a loud noel!   
The Promised One that mortal tongue will tell shall come to thee, O Israel!   

The Third Lesson 

Isaiah 7:10 – 15 

Paul Dirksmeyer 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign of the Lord your[a] God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heav-
en.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. He shall eat curds and 
honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.  
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The Fourth Lesson 

Luke 1:26 – 35 

Jason Merritt 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin be-
trothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshad-
ow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 

Choir Anthem “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”               Basque Carol 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; “All hail,” said he, “thou lowly 
maiden Mary, most highly favored lady,”  Gloria!   
“For now a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generation laud and honor thee, thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers 
fortold, most highly favored lady,” Gloria!   
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, “my soul shal laud and magni-
fy his holy Name.”  Most highly favored lady, Gloria!   
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, and Christian folk throughout the 
world will ever say—“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!   

The Fifth Lesson 

Matthew 1:18 – 25 

Trish Williamson 
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, be-
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

Handbell Choir: “Christmas Bell Rejoicing”                Michael Ryan 
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The Sixth Lesson 

Luke 2:1 – 7 

Bettie Bosworth 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his be-
trothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.  

Congregational Hymn 89, Vs. 1,2 It came upon the midnight clear     Carol 
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Children’s Choir “Bells of Christmas Morn”                 Grace Noah 
 

Children’s Choir “Away in a Manger”                  Cradle Song 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.   
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.    
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.   
I love thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.   
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me I pray.   
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.   
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The Seventh Lesson 

Luke 2:8 – 14 

Becca Stupfel 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an an-
gel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great 
fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

The Eighth Lesson 

Luke 2:15 – 20 

Bob Hampton 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethle-
hem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 
had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 

Choir Anthem “Rise Up, Shepherd, Go Tell It”                    arr. Lloyd Larson 

Follow, follow, rise up shepherd, and follow.    
Follow the star, the star of Bethlehem; rise up shepherd rise up!   
There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn, Rise up, shepherd and follow.   
It will lead to the place where the Savior’s born,    
Follow….If you take good heed to the angel’s words, you’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds.    
Follow…  Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.  
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!   
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above  the earth, rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s 
birth.  Go tell it….  

Choir Anthem “And Glory Shone Around”                      Hannibal/Paige 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,  
the angel of the Lord came down and glory shown around.   
“Fear not!  Said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind.   
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.”   
“To you, in David’s town, this day is born of David’s line a Savior,  
who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the wondrous sign.”   
“The heavenly Babe you there shall find to human view displayed,  
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, and in a manger laid.”   
A king is born today!    
“All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; good will henceforth from heaven to earth, begin and 
never cease.”   
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Handbell Choir: “Flourish on ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’”                arr. Sondra Tucker 
 

The Ninth Lesson 

Saint John 1:1 – 18 

Monty Muennink 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.  
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Processional Hymn 96 “Angels we have heard on high ”                           Gloria 
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Postlude: Canzona on ‘Joy to the World’                     Michael Helman 
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