
First Sunday of Advent 
 The Season of Advent 

 

 

 
The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 

darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of 

this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 

great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 

glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may 

rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with 

thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Zechariah 14:1-11 

Behold, a day of the LORD is coming, when the spoil taken from 

you will be divided in the midst of you. 2 For I will gather all the 

nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken 

and the houses plundered and the women ravished; half of the 

city shall go into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut 

off from the city. 3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against 

those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day 

his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives which lies before 

Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives shall be split in 

two from east to west by a very wide valley; so that one half of the 

Mount shall withdraw northward, and the other half southward. 5 

And the valley of my mountains shall be stopped up, for the valley 

of the mountains shall touch the side of it; and you shall flee as 

you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. 

Then the LORD your God will come, and all the holy ones with 

him. 6 On that day there shall be neither cold nor frost. 7 And there 

shall be continuous day (it is known to the LORD), not day and not 

night, for at evening time there shall be light. 8 On that day living 

waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern 

sea and half of them to the western sea; it shall continue in 

summer as in winter. 9 And the LORD will become king over all the 



earth; on that day the LORD will be one and his name one. 10 The 

whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon 

south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain aloft upon its site 

from the Gate of Benjamin to the place of the former gate, to the 

Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king's wine 

presses. 11 And it shall be inhabited, for there shall be no more 

curse; Jerusalem shall dwell in security. 

Psalm 50:1-6 
Deus deorum 

 
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
  he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to 

its setting.  
 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
  God reveals himself in glory. 
 
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
  before him there is a consuming flame, 
  and round about him a raging storm. 
 
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
  to witness the judgment of his people. 
 
5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
  those who have made a covenant with me 
  and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
  for God himself is judge. 
  

A Reading from 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought 

us the good news of your faith and love and reported that you 

always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see 

you -- 7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction 

we have been comforted about you through your faith; 8 for now 

we live, if you stand fast in the Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving can 



we render to God for you, for all the joy which we feel for your 

sake before our God, 10 praying earnestly night and day that we 

may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, 

direct our way to you; 12 and may the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love to one another and to all men, as we do to you, 13 

so that he may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness 

before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with 

all his saints.  

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to St. Luke 21:25-31 

"And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the 

earth distress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and 

the waves, 26 men fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is 

coming on the world; for the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of man coming in a 

cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin 

to take place, look up and raise your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near." 29 And he told them a parable: "Look 

at the fig tree, and all the trees; 30 as soon as they come out in 

leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already 

near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that the kingdom of God is near.  


