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Sunday, March 5 

Deuteronomy 8:1-10 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you 

today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land 

the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors. Remember how the LORD 

your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble 

and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you 

would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then 

feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, 

to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your clothes did not wear out and your 

feet did not swell during these forty years. (vv.1-4 NIV) 

Have you ever worn clothes for forty years and have them not wear 

out? Have you ever walked in the desert for forty years and had your feet 

not swell? I can’t say I have either. But the Lord was testing the Israelites 

see if they would trust His Word and trust Him. He asks us the same 

question every day. Do you trust me? Do you really, really, trust me? 

Imagine how different things might be if you and I truly trusted the Lord. 

It’s not the parts of the Bible that I don’t understand that trouble me. 

It’s the parts that I do understand that concern me. How about you? 

Ponder that. 

Psalms 63, 98; 1 Corinthians 1:17-31; Mark 2:18-22 

 

Monday, March 6 

John 2:1-12 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they 

filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it 

to the master of the banquet.” They did so, and the master of the banquet 

tasted the water that had been turned into wine. (vv.7-9a) 

This was Jesus’ first miracle—turning water into wine. He 

subsequently healed a royal official’s son from a distance, fed five thousand, 

healed a paralyzed man after 38 years, and walked on water. He made the 

lame walk, the dumb talk, and the blind to see. He cleansed the leper, cast 

out demons, healed the woman’s issue of blood, and raised a man from the 
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dead. He also did many other healings, too many to mention here other than 

the fact that he overcame the grave and rose from the dead. 

Jesus does not change—he still heals today. We must just believe 

and not doubt. Do these words encourage you in your efforts? If not, why 

not? 

Ponder that. 

Deuteronomy 8:11-20; Psalms 41, 52; Hebrews 2:11-18 

 

Tuesday, March 7 

Hebrews 3:1-11 “That is why I was angry with that generation; I said, 

‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ 

So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” 

(vv.10-11) 

Why are our hearts always going astray? For me, it happens when I 

do not regularly read, study, meditate on, and put into practice God’s Word. 

Why have we not known His ways? I submit it is for the same reasons. So 

how do we solve the problem? By doing the obvious—reading, studying, 

meditating, and putting into practice God’s Word. 

What does it mean they shall never enter God’s rest? What does it 

say to you and to me? Jesus, and Jesus alone, has the answer. Born once die 

twice; born twice die once. 

Ponder that. 

Deuteronomy 9:4-12; Psalm 45; John 2:13-22 

 

Wednesday, March 8 

John 2:23—3:15 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the 

kingdom of God unless they are born again.” (v.3) 

This is one of the most important verses of Scripture. Yet, it is one 

of the most misunderstood. 

Common synonymous terms for “born again” are saved and 

converted. So, what are we saved from? The answer is, we are saved from 

the wrath of God. And what are you converted from? You are converted 

from worldly ways to heavenly ways. Born again? Think of it as born once 

die twice, born twice die once. 

Ponder that. 

Deuteronomy 9:13-21; Psalm 119:49-72; Hebrews 3:12-19 

 

Thursday, March 9 

John 3:16-21 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 

did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
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world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 

does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed 

in the name of God’s one and only Son. (vv.16-18) 

John 3:16 is probably the best-known verse in the Bible. The key 

word is “believe.” If you don’t live it, you don’t believe it. Heaven and hell 

are both real; they both exist. Not everyone will go to heaven. If they did, 

why did Jesus have to die on the cross? Rejection of the Son is rejection of 

the Father and quenching of the Holy Spirit. So, the choice is yours and 

mine. Life is full of choices; choices have consequences. Choose wisely. 

Jesus explained how no one can come to him unless the Father who 

sent him draws them, and he will raise them up at the last day (John 6:44). 

Jesus also said, “I am the way and the truth and the life, no one comes to the 

Father except through me” (John 14:6). Notice it is not “many can, some 

can, a few can,” but “none.” Not one can without knowing Jesus personally 

as Lord and Savior. If he is Lord, he will be Savior; if he is Savior, he must 

be Lord! 

Ponder that. 

Deuteronomy 9:23—10:5; Psalm 50; Hebrews 4:1-10 

 

Friday, March 10 

Hebrews 4:11-16 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 

marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all 

creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 

before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (vv.12-13) 

How much time do you and I spend in God’s word daily? Is it 5 

minutes, 10 minutes, 30 minutes, or no time at all on a daily basis? The 

American Bible Society predicts by the year 2020 the United States will be 

biblical illiterate. Since 1963, when evolution was allowed to be taught as 

science in public schools, the following things have happened: child abuse is 

up 2,300%; STD’S are up 385% in the ages of 10-14; violent crime offenses 

are up 995%; illegal drug use is up 6,000%. You draw your own 

conclusions. 

Ponder that. 

Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Psalms 40, 54; John 3:22-36 

 

Saturday, March 11 

Deuteronomy 11:18-28 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; 

tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach 

them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when 

you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write 
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them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days 

and the days of your children may be many in the land the LORD swore to 

give your ancestors, as many as the days that the heavens are above the 

earth. (vv.18-21) 

Today’s Scripture is rich with guidelines from the Lord God. They 

could very well be a solution to the statistics of yesterday’s reading. What 

legacy are we leaving our children and our grandchildren? 

Ponder that. 

Psalm 55; Hebrews 5:1-10; John 4:1-26 

 

by Richard Mead 
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Sunday, March 12 

Psalm 29 The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his 

people with peace. (v.11 NIV) 

Finding peace in my life has been an elusive challenge. I keep 

wanting the Lord to remove my challenges and make the path to be easy. He 

does not say He will make the path easy. He does say He will direct my 

path, He will guide me through the difficulty and He will be by my side. If 

He were to remove all challenges, we would not grow in our faith and it 

would become shallow and untested. While I would rather have Him clear 

the obstacles, I see now the wisdom in not doing so. Life is to be spent in a 

daily relationship with God and in a trusting manner—giving Him due 

praise, honor, and glory every single day. He did not promise me an easy 

life. So my peace needs to come from knowing that He is there, He is beside 

me each and every day and He is guiding my footsteps. Knowing that, is my 

peace. 

Jeremiah 1:1-10; Psalm 24; 1 Corinthians 3:11-23; Mark 3:31—4:9 

 

Monday, March 13 

Jeremiah 1:11-19 “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I 

command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before 

them.” (v.17) 

For much of my life I was ambitious in doing what I thought the 

Lord wanted me to do, never really having consulted Him. I knew my skills 

and I knew best where to use them, so I just went ahead and did so—

probably looking back over my shoulder and saying, certainly You will 

bless what I have already decided to do. Oh what a fool was I. While not 
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experiencing the peace one would expect from that type of service, I finally 

turned to the Lord and said, OK. I will go where You want me to go and do 

what You want me to do. And He did just that. In some instances, it was 

quite different and in some others not so different. He didn’t need my skills 

or my decisions, He just wanted my obedience and availability. So, much 

like Jeremiah, God just wants us to be available and show up. He will 

provide the tools to accomplish His mission. It is not about us, it is all about 

Him and our willingness to be obedient to His calling. 

Psalms 56, 57, 58; Romans 1:1-15; John 4:27-42 

 

Tuesday, March 14 

Romans 1:16-25 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 

qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, 

being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

(v.20) 

We are often reminded to be able to give an account of our faith or 

be able to defend what and why we believe. I often succumb to the notion of 

“political correctness” and take a pass when I know an opportunity has been 

presented. I am working on improving, and realize that God is prevalent in 

so many ways as described in this verse. It is not logical for man to think 

about creation and not see God. In my daily routine I now try to recognize 

His presence, understand His nature and to be obedient to His daily callings. 

One of which is to be prepared for that random encounter with someone that 

needs to hear the gospel. When our hearts are in the right place we can see 

those opportunities very clearly and we need to be comforted that God will 

provide the right words to say to the person we meet. Be prepared to speak 

and to do so with affirmation. I for one, do not want to see God’s wrath for 

my disobedience. Besides, eternal life is a pretty good present to give 

someone. 

Jeremiah 2:1-13; Psalms 61, 62; John 4:43-54 

 

Wednesday, March 15 

Jeremiah 3:6-18 “Return, faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I am 

your husband. I will choose you—one from a town and two from a clan—

and will bring you to Zion.” (v.14) 

After reading these verses, I cannot help but think about 

backsliding. In so many ways, I am like Israel. It is so easy to get off track 

and to stop following a path centered around a daily walk with the Lord. 

How thankful I am that, like Israel, the Lord says, “Return, I am merciful 

and I will not be angry forever.” We do not deserve such forgiveness but, by 

His grace, we can be forgiven. I do not take comfort in my sinful nature, but 
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what comfort I do receive is in knowing that He forgives my sins and 

beckons me back into a meaningful relationship. Then, He not only forgives 

my sins, He forgets them as well. The steps to backsliding are not always 

easily identified. But when I stay in the Word, offer daily prayers, 

acknowledge my sins and ask for His forgiveness, I stand a better chance of 

not starting down that track. 

Psalm 72; Romans 1:28—2:11; John 5:1-18 

 

Thursday, March 16 

John 5:19-29 “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, 

even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it.” (v.21) 

On the surface this is a very clear account for eternal life and the 

ability of God to raise the dead. I take comfort in something else that is 

presented here. In the phrasing “the Son gives life to whom he is pleased,” I 

see an offer of more than just eternal life. I see an offer of a life while we 

wait for our eternal rest. Some might say, heaven on earth. I do not 

subscribe that faith is all about life after death. It can be more than that. I am 

not certain about all aspects of heaven, but I find comfort that I can have a 

little slice of it in my walk with Jesus right now. While we cannot eliminate 

all suffering and pain, we can experience some peace while on this earth. I 

feel called into a relationship with God through Jesus and the power of His 

Spirit. In doing so, I feel a sense of peace in doing that and relax in the 

comfort that I don’t have to wait for heaven to experience what a 

relationship with Jesus is all about. 

Jeremiah 4:9-10, 19-28; Psalms 70, 71; Romans 2:12-24 

 

 

Friday, March 17 

Psalm 69 I sink into the miry depths, where there is no foothold. I have come 

into the deep waters; the floods engulf me. (vv.2-3) 

I often feel as David did in this psalm. For me, I cannot feel more 

alone than when engulfed with deep issues or problems. At times I feel the 

waters have come up to my neck. In part, Satan knows my weaknesses and 

uses them to get me off track. When I look back on my deepest fears, few, if 

any, have ever come true. I find it most difficult in the midst of deep 

problems to simply say, “God I trust you.” Yet that is where I find myself at 

times. I symbolically raise my hand from time to time and simply say, “Lord 

take my hand.” I take a day at a time and in some instances an hour at a 

time. If I can trust Him in the small things, then I ought to be able to trust 

Him in the big things. Deep problems are times for concern, but can also be 
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times of great comfort. Join me in stretching out your hand and saying, 

“Lord take my hand.” 

Jeremiah 5:1-9; Romans 2:25—3:18; John 5:30-47 

 

Saturday, March 18 

John 7:1-13 But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of 

the Jews. (v.13) 

It is becoming harder and more difficult to find acceptable places to 

speak about one’s faith. In the era of political correctness, I am torn between 

the notion of being told not to offend anyone and speaking what I know to 

be the truth about Jesus. I marvel at the notion when others speak about 

things being out of control but with little or no reference to the increasing 

trend to turn away from God in almost every aspect of life. I often want to 

ask, “So how is your way working out?” Given the current times, I cannot 

forget that I don’t want to be like the crowd in verse 13…being afraid to 

speak out. My thought is that this predicament is going to get worse before it 

ever gets better. While I do not want to be offensive, I do not want to shrink 

into the crowd and not be willing to speak. Even in the face of persecution 

and resentment, I must be faithful in my willingness to share the Good News 

about Jesus. 

Jeremiah 5:20-31; Psalms 75, 76; Romans 3:19-31 

 

by Jim Rogers 
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Sunday, March 19 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not 

everything is beneficial. (v.12a NIV) 

Today’s readings drove home to me the hard lesson of the nature of 

sin. It begins with self-indulgence: “What harm will it do? I’m not hurting 

anyone. No one will know. Who cares? It’s my body; I can do what I 

please.” Whether it is, the rules of the road or the passion of the moment, it 

boils down to personal choice with little thought of consequences. Like a 

virus or a forest fire, it can catch on and spread. 

What we thought was a private matter develops into corporate sin. 

We then move from being a disobedient people of God to being a godless 

people (Jeremiah 6) and, finally, we are totally out of control and in bondage 

to Satan, no longer able to make right choices (Mark 5). 
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I seldom think that my personal choices might have such far-

reaching effects, yet I know that one person can make a difference in the 

lives of others. When I look at my own life-story it is peppered with the 

influences of individuals who have crossed my path or walked with me for a 

season. One encouraged me and made me feel worthwhile. Another 

demeaned me until I couldn’t do anything right. I thank God that His 

protection and provision has steered me through the deep waters of past 

blunders and outside influences. I pray that I may stand firmly rooted in 

Him during temptation’s appealing moments. 

Jeremiah 6:9-15; Psalms 93, 96; Mark 5:1-20 

 

Monday, March 20 

John 7:14-36 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from 

the one who sent me.” (v.16) 

Often I try to reason the meaning of Scripture passages. My 

pondering usually ends in prayer because it has fallen short of the wisdom of 

God. Oswald Chambers (My Utmost for His Highest) says, “The good is the 

enemy of the best.” Our own wisdom will blunt our spiritual insight. The 

crowd at the Feast of Tabernacles, where Jesus is teaching, is reasoning 

among themselves that Jesus could not be the Messiah because they knew 

where he came from, and when the Christ comes no one will know from 

whence he comes. As it turns out, they don’t at all know where Jesus comes 

from or where he is going. Our own understanding is often grounded on 

half-truths, lies, or assumptions. Inner healing has shown me that my own 

beliefs can reveal such a faulty foundation. “Blessed are they whose 

transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered” (Romans 4:7). 

Jeremiah 7:1-15; Psalm 80; Romans 4:1-12 

 

Tuesday, March 21 

John 7:37-52 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and 

said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 

Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will 

flow from within them.” (vv.37-38) 

Part of the Tabernacle furniture is a laver (basin) where priests and 

Levites wash their hands as an act of cleansing before making sacrifice. The 

Christian enactment of this hand washing can be seen as the priest washes 

his hands at the altar before consecrating the bread and wine, which 

represents Christ’s sacrifice for us. Living water is mentioned in Scripture to 

signify the cleansing and life-changing presence of the Holy Spirit within us 

to purify and set us apart for God’s service. Do we grasp the idea of being 

holy vessels, cleansed by the Holy Spirit and standing on Holy ground? I 
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have a friend whose ministry includes drawing people into old 

covenant/new covenant connections. Part of the ceremony is pouring water 

and prayers over peoples’ hands as they wash at the laver. A handmaid 

stands by with towels to dry hands. It is much like a foot-washing. Both 

hand-washing and foot-washing are powerful expressions of servant 

ministry, preparing one another to meet their King. Do we hear Jesus calling 

us to his source of Living Water? 

Jeremiah 7:21-34; Psalm 78:1-39; Romans 4:13-25 

 

Wednesday, March 22 

Romans 5:1-11 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we 

know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 

character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 

to us. (vv.3-5) 

This message makes the most sense to me when I think of 

“suffering” as “allowing,” such as “suffer the little children to come unto 

me.” Thus, when I allow God to work in my life at His own time and in His 

own way, I am learning perseverance. When I stop resisting, the pain of 

suffering is diminished. (Dieting became much easier when I gave myself 

permission to be hungry.) It is not easy to allow circumstances that are not 

of our own choosing, but I find that when I do they generally turn into 

blessings. As I suffer God to work in my life, He loves me into wholeness; 

and what I thought would be painful turns into spiritual muscle. 

Jeremiah 8:18—9:6; Psalm 119:97-120; John 8:12-20 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 23 

Psalm 42 Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves 

and breakers have swept over me. By day the LORD directs his love, at night 

his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. (vv.7-8) 

David’s songs are emotional roller coasters. His depression may 

alter the tune but does not drown the song. His cries and complaints do not 

destroy his hope and trust. David kept falling into sin but readily repented; 

he had a heart for God. Unlike the Hebrew people who were disobedient and 

kept on sinning, David maintained an open love-relationship with God that 

enabled him to offer sacrifices of worship and thanksgiving even when the 

chips were down. Despite the devastation and hardship that comes upon us, 

we are called to offer thanksgiving and praise to our Lord. That is the clean 
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heart that we ask God to create in us. I pray for that. And I thank God for 

those who keep on singing. 

Jeremiah 10:11-24; Psalms 83, 43; Romans 5:12-21; John 8:21-32 

 

Friday, March 24 

John 8:33-47 “So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (v.36) 

Jesus tells us we are slaves to sin until we are set free. Sin is 

anything that keeps us away from God’s plan for our lives. I remember 

being in bondage, boxed in and helpless. My sins were/are more socially 

acceptable than some (procrastination, control issues, arrogance), but no less 

effective. Whatever steals our witness and suppresses our song is making 

old Screwtape happy (You remember C.S. Lewis’s letters to the evil one, 

Screwtape). Arrogance is the sin area in which the Lord had been dealing 

with me in recent years. Unlike time bondages (procrastination, late, etc.), 

arrogance is hard to identify in oneself. It is easier to spot in others! It is 

only as the layers are peeled off that freedom rings out and peace sets in. I 

rejoice that God’s inner healing never stops. 

Jeremiah 11:1-8, 14-20; Psalm 88; Romans 6:1-11 

 

Saturday, March 25 

John 8:47-59 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was 

born, I am!” (v.58) 

The people didn’t understand Jesus’ claim, and they tried to stone 

him. The Trinity has no easy explanation. How often do we throw away 

those ideas we don’t understand? We are told to lean not on our own 

understanding. The foolishness of God is greater than the wisdom of man. 

Yet we easily decide that we have the whole truth and begin to throw stones 

at those who think differently. Stone-throwing has divided the Body of 

Christ. How often have I avoided contact with people I don’t understand or 

who seem strangely different! When I consider my own ways, I know that I 

cannot throw stones. O Lord, set us free from our own self-bondage. “If the 

Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (Romans 8:36). I can rejoice that 

Jesus is part of the God who formed us—the great “I Am”—and who sets us 

free, even though I don’t fully understand it. 

Jeremiah 13:1-11; Psalms 87, 90; Romans 6:12-23 

 

by Ellen M. Smith 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

Volume XVII March 26-April 1, 2017 Number 13 

 

Sunday, March 26 

Jeremiah 14:1-9, 17-22 “O, Hope of Israel, our Savior in times of trouble, 

why are you like a stranger to us?” (v.8a NLT) 

There has been a terrible drought in Judah. Jeremiah admits God’s 

people have turned from Him and that “our wickedness has caught up with 

us” (v.7). Jeremiah appeals to God: “do not abandon us” (v.21) 

How different are we today—distracted by our busy lives and 

readily available electronics? We are strangers to Him; why are we surprised 

He is a stranger to us? Whose back is really turned? 

Many times I have been distracted and absorbed in my own 

busyness as a way out of pain, loneliness, boredom, fear of the future, or 

simply as a way of life. I have a choice. I can “step out of the traffic” as the 

Message Bible version of Psalm 46:10 states what is usually translated as 

“Be still and know that I am God” (v.10 NLT). I have a choice to turn to 

God, be still, step out of the traffic before and during the droughts of my 

life. 

Psalms 66, 67; Galatians 4:21—5:1; Mark 8:11-21 

 

Monday, March 27 

Romans 7:1-12 Now we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the 

letter of the law, but in the new way of living in the Spirit. (v.6b) 

Sometimes we get caught in legalism—needing to have a detailed 

structure to follow, fearing consequences of being outside the lines. Like the 

Hebrews of Jesus’ day, we have to get it right and follow the law rigidly in 

fear of disapproval and punishment. Or, like the people of Jeremiah’s time, 

we go the other way—flaunting our individuality, “doing it my way,” and/or 

believing “it’s about me.” Some call those ways our “old nature,” some our 

“flesh.” Either is a fear-based life. 

We have a choice: live that fear based life or “sing of the LORD’s 

unfailing love forever!” (Psalm 89:1). That’s the choice Jesus lived and died 

for. Receive and experience the Lord’s love and love Him back. 

Jeremiah 16:10-21; Psalm 89:1-18; John 6:1-15 

 

Tuesday, March 28 
Jeremiah 17:19-27 “Do not do your work on the Sabbath, but make it a holy 

day.” (v.22) 

In many ways I fail to put the Lord first in my life, with work on the 

Sabbath and in everyday life. Like the crowd who followed Jesus after he 

fed them (John 6:22-25), do I follow Jesus because of what I want him to do 
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for me? Pausing now and then to pray for what I want from him? Can I 

make the Sabbath a “holy day”? A day to declare in deed and word, “The 

LORD is King! Let the earth rejoice!” (Psalm 97:1) and “Acknowledge that 

the LORD is God! He made us, and we are his. We are his people, the sheep 

of his pasture” (Psalm 100:3a). 

When I spend much or most of the Sabbath, and other days too, 

looking and listening for the evidence of God around me, I find that 

evidence abundantly and I am blessed with the joy of praising. 

Psalms 97, 99, 100; Romans 7:13-25; John 6:16-27 

 

Wednesday, March 29 

Romans 8:1-11 The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in 

you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to 

your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. (v.11) 

The Spirit gives life! And from within us. We have been given a 24-

hour internal coach! Much more than a coach, the Spirit in us knows us. 

Because of his love, knowledge, and wisdom, we have that internal coach to 

guide us in making choices that are life-giving. We have within us a friend 

and helper who is always available—ever present, never sleepy or cranky. 

Never takes a day off. Never too busy for us. 

As those blessed by this gift, do we take the Holy Spirit for granted 

or celebrate his presence? Neglect the tender connection with him or stay in 

conversation with him? Do we stumble through our days trying to figure it 

all out or receive the safety and the wisdom of his indwelling presence? 

Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalms 101, 109; John 6:27-40 

 

Thursday, March 30 
Romans 8:12-27 …the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s 

own will. (v.27b) 

Paul blesses us with a vision of the Holy Spirit active in us and in 

our lives. As Paul points out, we often don’t know what to pray for. We 

agonize over decisions, life events, illness, or threats to our welfare and that 

of others. In the midst of pain how often are we stumped for answers? What 

to pray for? As we grow in relationship and trust can we allow ourselves to 

rely on the love, knowledge, and wisdom of God as deposited in us in the 

Person of the Spirit? Can we “groan” (v.26) and depend on his knowledge 

and wisdom to translate? Can we surrender to the one—the Father—who 

knows best? Can we pray, trusting the Spirit who “pleads for us in harmony 

with God’s own will”? 

Jeremiah 22:13-23; Psalm 69; John 6:41-51 
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Friday, March 31 

Jeremiah 23:1-8 “I will gather together the remnant of my flock…I will 

appoint responsible shepherds who will care for them, and they will never 

be afraid again.” (vv.3-4) 

There is a powerful trail connecting today’s verses beginning with 

Old Testament promise and prophesy of consequences, righteous leadership, 

and safe shelter in one whose name would be “The LORD is Our 

Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:6b). Then Psalm 102 continues weaving the 

teaching, “the children of your people will live in security” (v.28). Romans 

brings home to us the amazing reality of God’s plan and our responsibility 

in that plan as “those who love God and are called according to His purpose 

for them.” (v.28b). John 6:52-59 promises everlasting life with Jesus. 

I want to be in that final remnant—never afraid again, nothing 

separating me from God. I want to learn from the disciples, from their 

victories and their mistakes. Because of the experiences recorded by them 

long ago we have choices they never had. By sharing their journey, they 

gave us a trail of faith we can follow. 

Psalm 102; Romans 8:28-39; John 6:52-59 

 

Saturday, April 1 

John 6:60-71 Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go?” (v.68a) 

Following Jesus was becoming tough. Followers were complaining 

and leaving. Jesus turns to his twelve and asks, “Are you also going to 

leave?” (v.67). It’s a question that reflects our times also as our culture 

continues in the “me” direction. 

Simon Peter’s answer is one for us today as well, “Lord, to whom 

would we go?” We can choose to spend our lives focused on careers, jobs, 

body image, seeking approval, or whatever “feels good.” 

I must daily ask myself if I have left Jesus in any way? “Am I all 

in?” Like the followers of Jesus, do I ever leave Jesus—even though it may 

be leaving him at home tucked away in my Bible on a shelf rather than in 

the world tucked in my heart? Would I or could I be lured away by false 

teaching or fear or the need to feel good? To whom or what would I go? 

Looking around at the world today, how would we answer if Jesus asks us, 

“Are you also going to leave?” 

Jeremiah 23:9-15; Psalms 107:33-43, 108; Romans 9:1-18 
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